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RFJVIARKS 

I. Tprroductittn 

In response to the Office Action dated April 22. 2005. claims 6, 7. 11.13. 51, 52, 56. 58. and 
93 have been canccUcd, cl«m» t-5. 8. 12. 16. 23. 30. 35. 39. 42. 43. 46-50. 57. 61. 68, 75. 76, 80. 84, 
87, 88. 91. 02, 94. a«d 9S have been amended. Claims 1-5. 8-10. 12. 14-50. 53-55. 57. 59-92. 94. and 
95 rmiain in the application. Re-examination and te-consideration of the appUcation. as amended, U 
requested. 

II. TMm Amendments 

AppUcant's attorney has made amendments to the claims as indicated above. These 
amendments were made solely for die pvurpose of clarifying the language of the claims, *nd were 
required fot purpt>ses of patentability. 

III. Th.. ritprf References an d the Subject Invention 

A. The Boyer Reference 

U.S. Patent No. 6.268,849. issued July 31, 2001 to Boyct et al. discloses an internet television 
program guide system with embedded real-rime data. The Internet television program guide system 
aUows a uset at a mulumetUa system to access television program listings containing embedded real- 
time data over an Internet communications link. The television program listing may be for a 
sporting event tiiat is cutrentiy being broadcast and die real-time data may be the current score of 
the event, the current weatiiet where the event is taking place, or any other suitable real-time 
information on the event. The real-time data may be presented in the form of video stills, video 
dips, textual information, audio cHps. or suitable combinations of such media. The user can perform 
database searches on the program guide listings to search fot a desired program. If desired, the uset 
can obtain additional information on a selected program by accessing an associated web page. 

B. The Alexander Reference 

U.S. Patent No. 6.177,931. issued January 23, 2001 to Alexander ct al. discloses system* and 
methods fot displaying and recording control intcrfece with television ptogt«ne, video, advertising 
information and program scheduling information. It is said to be an improvement over previous 
Electtonic Programming Guides ("EPG") ii^ that it provides, among other things: Improved viewer 
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interaction capabiUties With the EPG; improved viewer control of video recording of future- 
scheduled programming; improved features to the liPG display and navigation; parental control of 
the KPG display; improved television program information access by the vicwetj improved 
opportunities for the cotnmetcial advertiser to reach the viewer; improved product information 
access by the viewer; creation of a viewer's profile; utilization of viewer profile information to 
customize various aspects of the EPG: and utiUitation of viewer profile information to provide 
customized presentation of advertising to the viewer. 

C. The Sampsell Hefetencc 

U.S. Patent No. 6^19,839, issued April 17, 2001 to SampseU discloses an on-scieen 
electronic resources guide. The system provides an on-screen electronic resource guide (ERG) 
includes an audio/visual display device; plural peripheral devices, each having an u<^twe mode and an 
inactive mode; an interface located between said audio/visual device and said peripheral devices; and 
an ERG generator for providing an ERG display for displaying projsramminj* available to said 
axidio/visual display device from said peripheral devices when such devices are in their active mode. 
A method for providing an on-sctceu electronic resource guide (ERG) in an audio/visual display 
device having plural peripheral devices connected thereto over an interface, wherein each peripheral 
device has an active mode and an inactive mode includes generating an ERG display for displaying 
programming avaUable to the audio/visual display device &om said peripheral devices when such 
devices are in their active mode, and conuolling a peripheral device from the ERG display. 

IV. Office Action Prior Ar t Rejections 

A. RVctiooB Under 35 U.S.C. § 102(e) 

On page (2). the Office Action rejected claims 1, 2, 11-16. 23-24, 27-33, 35-40. 46^7, 56-61. 
68-69, 71-77, 80-85. and 88 under 35 U.S.C. § 102(e) as being anticipated by Boyer, U.S. Patent No. 
6,268.849 (Boyer). The Applicant respectfiiUy traverses these rejections. 

With Respect ra Tlaims 1 and 46: Claim 1 recites: 

A mtibod ofprmding me<ka program infomation, comprising ibe steps of 
affffniui a cwmnaTid to vhct an active chamuljhm a plurality of selectable (bannels; 
accepting a command to provide a menHffdde selected from a plurality of memi guides toother 

defining a media program information space stgaented by daypart, whtni>$ the guide is assoeiaud aaiit 

a first dqypart; and 
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prmding iho mnug,ide, the mmu&dd, comprising a m^u^itk content portion pn^ytin^ r^edia 
pr^^am inforvJion ^gurding ^edi^ progn^^s cami^tin& of all of the m£apro^»s scMd to be 
amJab/e during the first dq^part on the active chatmeL 

Claim I has been amended to more specificaUy recite that the menu guide comprises a menu 
guide content portion preBcndog media progmm information reearding media ptograms consisting 
of all of the medi, programs scheduled to be available during the first daypart on the active channel 
m other words, the menu guid* Pt^ents aU of the media programs scheduled to be available on the 
active channel for the daypart. but docs not present media program information regarding media 
programs outside of the first daypart or media programs scheduled to be available on cbamiels other 
than the active channel. In doing so. the Applicant's invention prevents the right amount of 
information to the viewer in the proper context and in a way that is easily, navigabk. A» described in 

die Applicant's specification: 

• TiTMcaOy, elecnonic ptogriim guides are based arowd the use of a scheduling grid, llis grid typiciOly 
involves ««e axis that conespomls to time and another axis that cortespoods to t«insm,s«on channel,. At the 
intcrtccrion of e«cb chom^ri and time slot is a "cer which typicafly displays the title of the program that IS 
Ijcinc shown on that channel at that time. _ • n a 

The number of m*dia programs available to tht consumer has been increaaing dtaroaucally. As a 
resxJt, on screen guide infortnation d««ity is increasing exponcniiaUy as well. Due largely to ^^"^^^ 
limirftiions. c«nve«rionaJ .chcduling finds ate iU suited to present the increased nwnber of availaWe media 
nrouramb to the u^er in a meaningful way. I-ot exampK as a general n»le. any mfcrmation provided in a 
program guide should be legible when presented on a 19 inch NTSC television with 250 scan Imcs of 
resolution at a distance of 15 feet. Tlus substantiaUy lintuts the amount of infomvarion that can be jwesentcd at 
un« time. Such limitations are especially problemaric for schedulijiB grids, because the grids preSCU 
information the viewer is not interested in (channels time slots that are not of interest), and not enough 
i.»foimattoft abuut what the viewer is interested in (more detailed infoimation about fumrc broadcasts on the 
current cl»anncl or other channels). ...,«• u . 

Current gad guides, especially thssc that incorporate a PIG or "picture m guide suffer as channel 
capadiy and therefore infotmarion density increases. Reduced screen real estate brought on by the vitleo 
window results in limited viewable time line (1.5 hrs ahead is typical), limited cha»>nel display area, hmited space 
for program descriptions, «mited ovcwll legibility and cumbersome navigation. All of these faaors negatively 
i«»%pacr the real world usefulness ofa grid guide. . .j -j ujxi. .,i,»>,w> 

When taken on whole, a "snap shot" of the most sophtslicated gnd guide exhibits a remarkable lack 
of useful information. In many cases, program dtles iir the grid are reduced to single 
unidentifiable unless highlighted. System Utencies slow the highbghtmg process. Program descriptions are 
displayed one at a time. Incorporating advertising, whether in the god or blocked along side will tmpact the 
information capacity cvei» further. ... , ^ v 

Also, if a user wishes to determine what programs wiU be available on a pamcular clumnd two hoius 
in the future, the user must typically scroll through a number of screens to obtain dus mformanon. Then, after 
the user has done so, the information presented by the scheduling grid is minimal at best, and shared with 
odier programs that are not of interest fi.e. those broadcast on other channels). 

One way of overcoming the space limitations is to reduce guide fonts. However, this increases visual 
clutter and decreases legibility. Cumbetsnme and complex graphic "Bnimations- must he employed to display 
second level information in the limited screen real estate. Cu«enr attempts to overcome these hnutauons try to 
cram ever more complex iiiformawon display metaphors into less space with the result being ^or, «,^b^ a«. 

U.S. Patent 6,075,575, issued to Schein et al. on June 13, 2000. for example, shows a typical gnd-bascd 
profiram guide. While the program guide permire the user to view a wide range of informanon, it stiU suffers 
Uw same limitations as the grid guides of old in that it presents information that the user is not interested m 
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and docs not present infonnntioa that the user i. Ufc.ly to be interested in. The resulting -^^J^' f^ «^ 
«mc .e^l Jth. u«.r to through a ma2e of complicat«i commands wtth fa. more u.e. mputs than 

.colly ncce^iy^^ ^^^^^^ . ^ ^^^^ . ^^^^^^^ ^^^^ ^^.^^^^^^ i„fonn.ti.n in . way th.t P«-^:f ^^^^^^ '^^'^ 
is interested in. and which does not w;iSte screen space presenting infonnanon of no interest. ^^^^^ 
neTdX a nc^^^^^^ and navigauon paradigm d«t streainlinc. the acces^g. ^^^^^^L;^^^^^^^^ 

IT^Hl data related to broadcast, stored and .ueamed video and interacnve sennce offerings. (Specification. 
pag& 1 . line 27 - page 3. Ene 17) 

This is accompUshed by presenl«>g media mformadon according to « contact that t^^.. ""'^l^^^'^ 
and procUvities into account In one embodiment, the invention makes n.e of bxoadcast^g ^ayparf or 
urneral time of day proQcamnmc category as the broad fatering mechani6m to argawzc gutde and vuJeo 
fX:^arn The 'C^^ parLgm is partinUarly useful in stn^ations wl^ere viewers rend to v«.tch te cvtaiot. 
LVriamc time each day. For iu.t^xce. a viewer who work, durmg the day tends ro watch tekvt^on at mght 
doting prince time. Programming providers and advertisers tend to target their bmned resources in hath 
availabb airiime time and media dollars in order to targcc rbat vicwi^r effectively. 

The paradiRm orgamzes the available and pertinent program guide information accordmg to 
convement calegorics such as dayparts. and targets or pir=« n in a «mU*. fosKion. It £b*u«« the vast pool of 
data that makes up the on air guide by imposing filtering that is based on the cmrent daypart the ^^^^^^^ 
residing in. It gives the user only the data they n«d cxucdy when they nacd it (Spccift^aoon, page 3. hne 24 ^ 
page 4, line 7) 

n^e present invention has numerous advantages over grid or spreadsheet-based on-screen 
programming guides and their variariona. , . • i (*:^r ^^^^ 

First* the invention separates guide data and multimedia coniaxt into multindimensional *mformaaon 
pl'^nes" that conGgure their internal comcnt iclatnrc to the ehannul cpdco and itme placement perspMttvc of the 
viewer/user. These planes can, as in this example, contain programming infonmnon configured m daypart 
context for the viewer. Ihat is. by default, this viewer ie firet p^eMntcd w»di pi:ogn«nmine informaucm filtered 
by tlie ainenv time period of the broadcast day or "daypart". This initial contexmaUzation of the information 
bases the ensuing navigation path and parsing of guide iiaformarion directly on tlie fundamental viewmg habit:^ 

of individual users. , ■ , j 

It aUows viewers to find, mnnage and nccecfi linear and non-linear (transmmed. streamed or stored) 
programming from a single unified interface. That is, aU available video media and interactive assets on the 
senTicc or stoied in the JRP arc brought into nnfl oeaml^RP content manager. Illis integrates broadcast content 
with personal video recorder (?VR)^bascd video content, interactive services, enhanced broadcast layers and 
orhrt technologiea. Th<» result i» a progtwn guide dm Is seamless, fiilly i^itegrated and. most importantly, 
intuitive and user friendly. These user interfaces carry channel information, branding mformation. adveruamg. 
nroeramming specific information, sclicdvding, and include a control interface for PVR functionality. 

Tlie present invention aUows more usefiil program infonnation to be displayed at any given time. 
ChanneU surfed wirtvn the menu ffiu^U metaphor display foil rides and abbreviated content dcscnpuons five or 
SIX programs at a time going forward up to six hours or one full daypan. Ihis is accomplished witlioui scroUmg 
or die need to lughlight or cursor ov^r each indhridual riUe as in current grids in order to see a single, 
abbreviated program description. By contrast, grid or spreadsheet guides display ^ha^mcls five or six at a ome 
widi ONE Wghlighted de«jriptian vinilile. This is typically across a time Ime of only 1 .5 hours, IricUyidual titles 
arc often abbreviated within these grids to the point of being unidentifiable nqitinnj the user to highUght the 



Item. 



Channel menu guide lineups for each daypart can be displayed as fast as the channel selector can be 
««oUed. Th^t is;, at every screen rcfresli. die menu ftuidc displays five ot ^ tides with descnpuons at a nme. 
Therefore, more programming selections can be viewed in the same given time spent usmg the guide funcuon. 
(Specification, page 5, line 1 - page 6^ line 2) 

We now compare the claimed featuree of claim 1 with the cited references. FIG. 9 of tbe 
Boyer reference is reproduced as follows. 



-23- 



PA6E 25/30 * RCVD AT 7/13/2005 11:23:52 AM [Eastern Daylight Time] * SVR:USPTO-EFXRF-1/0* DNIS:8729306 * CSID:3109640941 * DURATION (mnKS):07« 



BEST AVAILABLE COPY 



JUL-13-05 08:35 From:HUGHES LEGAL OEPT 3109640941 T-478 P. 26/30 Job- 



$34 - 

1 



C3Q 



r TIME I 


CHANNEL 


categoryI 


SEARCH, 



SELECT DAY TO VIEW 
S M T W T F S 
1 2 3 4 5 6 Z 

SClfCTTHOEOPWV 



8AT7 



3m 

7 XI ii: 



30 PM 



fiHO 624 



SOLE 



ifiAVFRHYBat 




620 



KNCK3 FIRST LEAD IN GAME. SHOT fWWO 

AHEAD MAPE PY PATOICK eWING AT MALf TIME BUZZER,- 



CLOSER 



1 



FIG.& 



With regard to FIG- 9 , J5oyer states: 

The us« may also navigate the program Iwrings with time navigation buttons 630. For example, if the USM 
would like to view prognuu Ustings that begin in the moounB. the user cUcks on the niormog naviganon button 
630. (col. {».Uncs32-.^fi) 

This simply discloses a shortcut that the user may use to skip the program grid to begin at a 
particular time that is dufsignated "morning." It does tiot disclose presenting all of the media 
programs scheduled to be tratwmitted by a selected active channel for the enrirc daypatt (FIG. 9 
shows that the grid presents information going only 2 hours in the future, and 2 hours docs not 
appear to be sufficient to cover the entire portion of any of die dme periods listed>. Further, it does 
not make sense to interpret Boyer as disclosing resizing the grid to cover an entirety of ooe of the 
periods shown, because (a) Boycr doesn't discloee a god with different te»»potal dimensions in any 
context and (2) if this were done, each of the entries shown in FIG. 9 would be substantiaUy reduced 
in sisse to the point of unreadability. 

FIG. 9 also &il8 to disclose the notion of an acdve channel, and does not limit the program 
information to only that which is scheduled to be available on the active channel . . . program 
information for multiple channels is presented- 

FIG. 12 discloses an interface diat limits the presentation to a single channel, but it does not 
limit the presentation to media programs scheduled to be available only during the daypatt. As 
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shown bdow. the media Fogmn intoation shown in FIG. 12 ckady substandaUy exceeds tha. of 

a single daypart. 
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iliarcfote, even when combined. Doyet and the remaining references of record do not fairly 
teach the featutes recited in claim 1 ... in fact, they teach away from these features. Program guides 
sue a crowded art ... but even so. the AppUcanfs daypart-based display and navigation scheme is 
unique in that it displays information in a way that presents information the user is interested in, 
while not wasting screen space presenting infotroation of no interest, and also streamlines die 
accessing, manipulating, and sorting of guide data related to broadcast, stored and streamed video 
and interactive service offerings. 

Claim 46 recites sinular features and ate patentable for the same reasons. 

^if]. iie» p^.>t tn nepend^mt Clnim, 2. 1 2 . 1 4-16. 23-24 . Z 7-^^ , -^S-40. 47 . 57. 59.fil . 68-60 . 
7t-7.7. 80-ftS. and B8 : Dependent claims 2. 12, 14-16. 2.V24, 21-^^, and 35-40 depend on claim 1 
and dependent daims 47. 57. 59-61. 68-69. 71-77. 80-85, and 88 depend on claim 46 and are 
patentable for the same reasons. These claims also include other features rendering them patentable 
ovet the Soycr reference. 
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B. Rejtrcuoos Under 35 U.S.C § 103(a) 

In paragraph (2). the Office Action rejected claims 33-34. 41-43. 78-79. afld 86-87 wctc 
rejected wider 35 U.S.C. §l03(a) as being unpatentable over Boyer. In paragraph (3), the Office 
Action rejected claims 3-10. 17-22. 25. 48-55. 62-67. and 70 were rejected under 35 U.S.C. §103(a) as 
beingunpatentataJc over Boyerin view of Alexander, U.S.P.t.ntNo.rU77.931 (Alexander). In 
paragraph (4). the Office Action rejecred claims 44-45 and 89-90 under 35 U.S.C. §l03(a) as being 
unpatentable over Doyet in view of Sampsell, U.S. Patent No. 6.219.839 (SampseU). AppUcant 
respectfully uaverses these rejections. 

The Applicant disagrees with the notion that it would have been obvious to one of ordinary 
skill in the art at the time the invendon was made to combine the references as described in the 
Office Action, In the context of media program guides, it U tempting to argue tliat it is a simple and 
obvious matter to add feamtes that ate present in one program guide to another. Rrgonotrtic fectors 
and limited space on displays with Umited resolution demand judicious choice of what information 
be provided in what context and bow thai information is presented. Boyer. for example, is directed 
to an Internet television proeramming guide, which typicaUy allows navigation by a mouse-drivcti 
cursor and much higher resolution than does a typical television set. Factors that drive the 
ergonomics of this design ate substantiaUy different than those that would drive program guides that 

are displayed by a television. 

By way of example, claims 33 and 34 recite that the menu guide includes a menu content 
portion navigation icon indicating when the menu content portion of the menu guide is activated for 
navigation. The Office Action acknowledges that this feature is not diadoacd in Boyer, but indicates 
that this feature is weU known in the art. citing an example relevant to an Internet browser. 
However, the putpoae of the navigation icon is to indicate to the user that they have activated 
navigation of the menu guide. ThU feature is beneficial because it provides a shortcut that aUows the 
user to use tlie limited functionality of the remote control quickly and easily (no need to navigate 
with the up-down left-right buttons aU across die display . . . just to select portions of the screen for 
navigation and navigate through them), and confirms entries made. Internet browsers use mouse 
driven pointers that can be used to quickly select any part of the screen desired, and autonrjatically 
provide an indication of what portion of the screeit is being navigated, by virme of the mouse icon. 
In the context of a remote control without this fiincrionality, an Internet browser would teach 
tabbing across the entire page until the desired active area was reached. ITus in fact teaches away 
from the Applicant's invention. 
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In aay case, the fotegomg claims each recite th.. features of the claim, they depend upon, 
and are patentable for the reasons described above. • 

V. Ovm'' rnnitidered 

The Office Action doe« not oddtess the patentability of claims 91-95. The AppUcant 
tcspectfuUy reciuests the Examination of these claims. 
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VI. r^nc^usion 

In view of the above, it. is submitted that this application is now in good order for allowance 
and such allowance is tespectftJly soUdtcd. Should the Exarninct bdicve xrunor m«tter« .till remain that 
can be resolved in a telephone interview, the Examiner is urged to caU AppUcant's undersigned 

attorney. 

RespectfuUy submitted, 





C/6orgart± S. Gnmebach, Reg. No. 33,179 
An:ome/ for Applicant 



Date: July 13.2005 

The DIRECIV Group, Inc. 

RE/1UI/A109 

P.O. Box 956 

2250 a Imperial Highway 

El Scgundo, CA 90245^956 

Phone: (310)964-4615 
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